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BIOGRAPHY

A Who's Who and GRAMMY nominated educator, Robert Kroll
has been a musical educator since 1984. He taught high school
instrumental in Grosse Pointe, Michigan and was Director of
Instrumental Music at a middle school in Rochester, Michigan.
He holds performance, composition and education degrees
from Eastern Michigan University and Northwestern
University, where he studied composition with Anthony
lannaccone and Steven Syverud. His compositions, along with
his performing, have encompassed the whole Midwest, some
of which has been broadcast on National Public Radio.

He has taught many summers at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp and is a member of ASBDA and NAFTE. He
holds Emeritus standing with the Michigan School Band & Orchestra Association, where he was a district
president and a state representative for eyvaluation improvements. Robert resides in Michigan and
enjoys spending.time with his wife, children.and grandchildren: His interests include running, crossfit,
golf and working with-a'youth'program at church.

ABOUT THE COMPOSITION

Fire Within was written in the spring of 2019 for high school bands and directors looking for a piece that
contains odd meter and excitement but keeps the difficulty down. The scoring was intentional to be
available for smaller bands. The piece begins with alternating measures of 6/8 and 2/4, giving the
impression of a fast 5/4. The opening thematic material is based from a modal idea of a natural minor
scale with open harmonies. Make sure the low brass is strong, in tune and in tone, not overblown. The
quick repetitive, easy-to-finger, eighth note and sixteenth note obligato in the upper woodwinds and
keyboards helps with making the piece sound more difficult than what it really is. Be careful to not let
the obligato, or the bass voice layer, to overcome the mid voice melodies. In measures 25-56 and 109-
137, let each new layer be heard over the existing layers and be mindful that the whole section is a slow
crescendo. The slow section at measure 57 may be treated in an aleatoric fashion if the musicians are
mature enough. The idea is to create a blur of the half steps in the accompaniment and percussion as a
backdrop to the trumpet melody and the broken version between the flute, oboe and horn. Measures
133-136 presents another aleatoric section. You may decide to play the notes as they are, or have the
low instruments trill each pair of sixteenth notes, or a third way would be to instruct them to start with
their lowest note, changing notes slowly and building by going higher and faster as they approach the
fermata. Measure 137 creates an overlap of sound as the band builds to a great intensity. Cue the
clarinets to begin their second note before cutting off the fermata, letting them seem to appear out of
the sound, then cue the next measure. During the recap, the section begins in a higher key and then
modulates back to the original. The chords in measures 187 and 188 should build in intensity to the last
measure. Yes, the low instruments hang over a little at the end, reminiscent of a lead jazz trumpet
player hanging over the last fermata in a jazz piece. | hope you and your students enjoy this lively work
and can enjoy the intensity of the work.
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