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BIOGRAPHY

A Who's Who and GRAMMY nominated educator, Robert Kroll
has been a musical educator since 1984. He taught high school
instrumental in Grosse Pointe, Michigan and was Director of
Instrumental Music at a middle school in Rochester, Michigan.
He holds performance, composition and education degrees
from Eastern Michigan University and Northwestern
University, where he studied composition with Anthony
lannaccone and Steven Syverud. His compositions, along with
his performing, have encompassed the whole Midwest, some
of which has been broadcast on National Public Radio.

He has taught many summers at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp and is a member of ASBDA and NAFTE. He
holds Emeritus standing with.the Michigan School Band & Orchestra.Association, where he was a district
president and a state representative for evaluation improvements. Robert resides in Michigan and
enjoys spending time with his wife, children and grandchildren. His interests include running, crossfit,
golf and working with a youth program at church.

ABOUT THE COMPOSITION

The First Time | Flew was commissioned in 2012 by the Jessica Rogers Foundation, a foundation started
by the Rogers family to promote the education of students in music. The foundation was named after
their daughter Jessica, who loved music and wanted to make it a career. Tragically she passed in her
senior year. | had the blessing of knowing Jessica and knew the love that she had for music, her flute,
leadership and life. This piece reflects and uses parts of music that was dear to her heart. From using her
school’s fight song and alma mater to suggestions based off the piece The Noisy Bird (L’Oiseau
Tapageur) by Louis Balleron for solo piccolo, the flute is featured in this piece to celebrate her life.

In measures 5 thru 9, let this phrase flow together as if the sound of musical waterfall. Each player may
go at their own pace, making the transitions seamless until the final trill. In measures 10 thru 13, have
the chords crescendo right into the percussion sound of the next measure. In measures 17, 18 and 19,
have the performers tremolo between the four notes in each measure, again at their own pace. Cue the
next measure as you see fit. Finishing off the intro is a phrase of the school’s alma mater. With the
theme entering in measure 32, make sure the accompaniment rhythms are accurate and together,
forming a groove. The melody should be performed lightly aiming towards the eighth notes. After the
piccolo solo, let the tempo start slower and then come into full tempo as the last recap of the melody
starts.



commissioned by the Jessica K. Rogers Foundation in memory of Jessica and for the Rochester Adams HS

Wind Ensemble under the direction of James Ferden
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On Conductor's Cue,
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